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Building Permits.—The estimated value of construction in 58 cities of 
Canada, as indicated by their building permits, is shown for the years 1934 to 1939, 
inclusive, in Table 11. These cities had, in 1931, about 36 p.c. of the population of 
Canada while their 1939 building permits aggregated 32-2 p.c. of the total contracts 
awarded, as shown in Table 9. 

Owing to the increasing use of the automobile and other means of rapid trans
portation, a growing percentage of those who work in the cities reside outside the 
municipal boundaries. Hence arises, in part, the necessity for an extension of the 
record of building permits to include such suburban areas as the York Townships 
in the case of Toronto, and North Vancouver in the case of Vancouver. 

The construction contracts in 1939 as shown in Table 10 declined by 0-05 p.c. 
compared with 1938, while the building permits of 58 cities in Table 11 decreased by 
0-9 p.c. 

11.—Values of Building Permits Taken Out in 58 Cities, 1934-39. 
NOTE.—Asterisks indicate the 35 original cities, statistics for which are available since 1910. 

Province and City. 1934. 1935. 1936. 1937. 1938. 1939. 
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